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H.G Bishop Mettaocus,

Abbot of Saint Mary Manastery, El-Sorian
Baptism is a Holy Sacrament
by which we are born again by being
immersed in water three times in the
name of the Holy Trinity; the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spint.

The Sacrament of Baptism has
the first rank among the Seven Holy
Sacraments, as it 1s the door by which
the believer enters the Church and has 3)
the right to partake in and of the rest of
the Sacraments. Through Baptism, the
believer is reborn a spiritual birth from
the Water and the Spint; the first birth
being from their parents.

The Lord Jesus Christ
nstituted the Sacrament of Baptism by
being baptized by Saint John the Baptist
in the River Jordan, when the Holy Spirit
came upon Him as a dove and anocinted
Him. He then confirmed it after the
Resurrection when He said to His
disciples.  "Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spint” (Matthew: 28:19),
"He who is baptized will be saved, but

The Sacrament of Baptism

he who does not
condemned” (Mark 16:16). Baptism is a
redemptive Sacrament, necessary for
redemption and entry into etemnal life
according to the words of our Lord:
“Mast assuredly, | say to you, unless
one is born of Water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the Kingdom of God™ (John
It is one of the four redemptive &
Sacraments alongside the Holy Myron, |
Confession, and Communion of the Holy
Body and precious Blood of the Lord.
The Sacrament of Baptism is granted
anly ance to the believer by the priest,
and consists of different rituals. Firstly,
we have the Absolution of the Woman
who gave bith to the child and is
presenting her child before the Lord for
Baptism. The second
prayers of Renouncing Satan and
confessing Christ and
Apostolic Creed, and this is followed by
the Lifurgy of Baptism.
concluded with the actual baptism and
discharge of the Baptismal water.

For every Sacrament there are

el 1k P ra (el )

] [l ) o b, P oy W

P | i, =ty

believe will be

rite are the

reciting the

Baptism s

and necessary

conditions in order to administer them.
There must be an adequate substance
for the Sacrament such as water in the
case of Baptism, bread and wine for the
Sacrament of Communion, oil for the
Unction of the Sick, and so on. There
must be an ordained priest by the laying
on of the apostolic hand, and invocation
of the Hely Spirit by the priest through
praying certain prayers for the dwelling
of the Holy Spirt and sanctification of
the Sacrament.

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem

“Great is the Baptism that lies before
you: a ransom to captives, a remission
of offences, a death of sin, a new-birth
af the soul, a garment of light, a haly
indissoluble seal, a chariot to heaven,
the delight of Paradise, a welcome into
the Kingdom, the gift of adoption! But
there is a serpent by the wayside
watching those who pass by so beware
lest he bite you with unbelief. He sees
S0 many recewing Salvation, and is

seeking whom he may devour. You are by the Spirit.”

coming in unto the Father of Spirits, but
you are going past that serpent. How
then can you pass him? Have your feet
shod with the preparation of the Gospel
of peace (Ephesians 6:15) so that even
if he bite, he may not hurt you.”

Saint Gregory the Theologian

‘Do you have an infant child? Allow sin
no opportunity; rather, let the infant be
sanctified from childhood. From his
most tender age let him be consecrated

, Twitter @ a glance

Bishop Angaelos :EishocpAngaelos

It is always good to start a #NewYear assessing
where we want to be, but in the process, never
forgetting to #GiveThanks for where we are.

Explore God @exploregod

For even the Son of Man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life
a ransam for many. (Mark 10:43-45)

Bishop David @Anbalavic

For whether we live, we live unto the Lord, and
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we
live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. (Rom 14:8)

Orthodox Pupil & OrthadoxPupil

"Many a man curses the rain that falls upon his
head, and knows not that it brings abundance to
drive away the hunger " — St. Basil the Great

'r~\o,et.:.\\;a;i,ﬂlu.,xn“'

Sayings of the Fathers

Saint John Chrysostom

“You see how many are the benefits of
baptism, and some think its heavenly
grace consists only in the remission of
sins, but we have enumerated
honours it bestows! For this reason we

ten

baptize even infants, though they are

not defiled by personal sins, so that
there may be given to them holiness,
righteousness,
brotherhood with Christ, and that they
may be his Christ's members.”

adoption,  inheritance,

Keraza Terminology

“Baptism” comes fram
the Greek word pammopa
baptisma for which the Greek
verb is baptisein. Baptism by
“immersion” is  practiced in
Orthodox Churches, namely the
complete immersion of the
person in water. The word
“immersion” comes from  the
latin immersionem, a noun
derived from the verb
immergere  (im - “into" +
mergere "dip or merge with®).

The Greek words
mentioned ahbove cover a
multitude of meanings,
ncluding to dip, plunge, and
immerse; to wash by covering,
to sink, overwhelm, go under,
or to sink a cup in order to draw
from a bowl It s also used in
the context of dying or
colouring cloth with a particular
colour of dye; a process which
requires the cloth to he
completely submerged and

soaked fully in a particular dye
50 that it 1s coloured evenly and
fully.

It is significant that
the words “dye” and “die” sound
exactly the same, as Saint Paul
says: "Or do you not know that
as many of us as were baptised
into Christ Jesus were baptised
into His death? Therefore we
were buried with Him thraugh
baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father. even
s0 we also should walk in
newness of life.” (Romans 6 3-
4).

Hence the Sacrament
of Baptism conveys that the
“old man” has “died” and s
buried while the “new man” is
born and has Christ “dyed” into
him, or as Saint Paul says: “For
as many of you as were
baptised into Christ have put on
Christ." (Gal 3:27).

Edited by HG Bishop Angaelos, General Bishop in the United Kingdom
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